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8 Tips for Talking to Your Child About Racial Injustice
by Marianne Celano, Ph.D., Marietta Collins, Ph.D., & Ann Hazzard, Ph.D.

In our field of psychology, the research is clear. Children as young as three years of age notice and
comment on differences in skin color. Humans of all ages tend to ascribe positive qualities to the group
that they belong to and negative qualities to other groups. Without guidance, children are likely to
develop biased attitudes from exposure to negative racial stereotypes, racial disparities, and
segregation. We wrote Something Happened in Our Town: A Child's Story about Racial Injustice to help

diverse parents and children have an ongoing conversation about racial injustice. The tips that follow
were adapted from the notes to parents we included at the back of the book. Find additional resources

from the book here.
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