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“Never too early to learn”: implementing a race-conscious,
anti-bias approach in early childhood education

By Jennifer Hooven, Katherine Runkle, Laurie Strouse, Misty Woods, and Erica

Frankenberg

Talking about race can be difficult for educators, especially those who work with very young children.
Presuming children to be free of racial bias, many adults worry that talking about race itself might engender
bias. However, children as young as 15 months old express racial preferences; by the time they enter
kindergarten, children tend to display racial prejudices similar to those of the adults in their lives.

Important lessons about race, diversity, and equity can and should be taught in early childhood and preschool
settings. Drawing on their experience at the Child Care Center at Hort Woods, a preschool and early learning
center at Pennsylvania State University, the authors offer suggestions about introducing anti-bias education to
very young children.
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