RAISING A BRAVE GENERATION

10 Tips for Reading Picture Books with Children through a
Race-Conscious Lens

By Megan Dowd Lambert

How can caregivers and educators best guide children to and through picture books with positive racial
representations? How can we also support kids in resisting or reading against racist content? These tips
draw on the Whole Book Approach (WBA, which | created in association with The Eric Carle Museum of
Picture Book Art) and other resources to highlight how picture books can provoke meaningful,
transformative conversations between children and adults that “embrace race.”
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http://megandowdlambert.com/the-whole-book-approach-2/
http://www.carlemuseum.org
http://www.carlemuseum.org
https://diversebooks.org/
http://www.diversebooks.org/ourstory/
http://www.embracerace.org/blog/reading-picture-books-with-children-through-a-race-conscious-lens
https://diversebooks.org/
http://www.diversebooks.org/ourstory/
http://www.embracerace.org/blog/reading-picture-books-with-children-through-a-race-conscious-lens
http://www.corinneduyvis.net/ownvoices/
http://www.corinneduyvis.net/ownvoices/
http://www.embracerace.org
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https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/444385.Reading_Otherways
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/444385.Reading_Otherways
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B-Up-ncJTJDWOE85THNZS0psaEU
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B-Up-ncJTJDWOE85THNZS0psaEU
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/444385.Reading_Otherways
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/444385.Reading_Otherways
https://vtshome.org/
http://www.embracerace.org
https://vtshome.org/

ﬁ Paraphrase and link comments to reinforce ideas and model active listening.

Paraphrasing helps kids feel heard and can let them clarify remarks. Linking ideas fosters
collaboration so that many voices make meaning of a text.

ﬁ Welcome diverse responses and

interpretations.

In “The Acid Test for Literature Teaching,”
reader response theorist Louise Rosenblatt
writes, “Books don’t only happen to readers.
Readers also happen to books.” It follows
that one text can elicit many responses
grounded in readers’ particular experiences
and perspectives.

ﬁ Stretch beyond your readings/ @ Be mindful of power dynamics at
interpretations to center storytime, starting with the fact
children’s responses. that all children exist under adult

authority.
Scholar, Aidan Chambers, asserts
that using open-ended questions How can you empower them? Strive,
and leading with the phrase, “Tell especially, to hold space for children of
me..."” can foster children’s comfort marginalized identities addressing
in taking risks in their discussions exclusion, and for those voicing concern
about books. about representation of “mirror”
characters.

COPYRIGHT © 2017 EMBRACE RACE. www.embracerace.org



http://www.embracerace.org
https://www.stenhouse.com/content/tell-me
https://www.stenhouse.com/content/tell-me
https://www.stenhouse.com/content/tell-me
https://www.stenhouse.com/content/tell-me
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e00768.aspx#fulldesc
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e00768.aspx#fulldesc
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e00768.aspx#fulldesc
https://www.heinemann.com/products/e00768.aspx#fulldesc
https://www.stenhouse.com/content/tell-me
https://www.stenhouse.com/content/tell-me
https://www.stenhouse.com/content/tell-me
https://www.stenhouse.com/content/tell-me

